
Summer 2024 Camp Summary 
4 Summer Camp Sessions
161 campers 
13 awesome counselors
26 adult volunteers
30 congregations represented, 15 Presbytery of
Sheppards and Lapsley congregations
59 first-time Living River Summer Camp campers!
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Summer Camp 2024 Memories
Thanks be to God for another great Summer at Living River!! 

From our Counselors...
Working at Living River had a huge impact on me this summer. It was an honor to work with an amazing staff
and wonderful kids. I learned so much about leadership, and working with others to accomplish a
common goal: creating a fun and engaging environment, so the campers could have the best
experience possible. Working at camp was not always easy, but I will never forget the lessons I learned, and
the people I met. It was truly a blessing to work at Living River this year! -Linley Byars, First-time Counselor



From our CounselorsBeing a Summer Camp counselor at Living River was such a rewarding experience for me. I loved spending time
outdoors and helping to lead all the fun activities with the campers. It's amazing to see the campers grow
and learn throughout the summer while I develop my own leadership skills. The bonds I formed with both
the campers and fellow counselors are truly special. Plus, creating unforgettable memories and positively
impacting young lives makes it all worth it. - Zee Lett, First-time Counselor

Living River has been a great place for me to grow in my faith, leadership skills, and sense of
responsibility. I started coming to Living River in middle school for church retreats and saw it as a place for me
to learn about my faith. As I got older I had the opportunity to work as a counselor for the summer camp. This
opportunity to facilitate others growth and learning only strengthened my understanding of my own faith and
continued to instill leadership abilities and a sense of responsibility. -Rush Ahnert, Returning Counselor

And from Abby Bunn, finishing her Last Summer as Head Counselor. 
We thank you, wish you well, and will see you at the river soon, Abby!

Living River is my home away from home. For me, there is no other place where connection to God, creation,
people, faith, and just life, comes together so easily. Living River is a thin place. I attended camp at Living River
from ages 14-17. I helped build benches and low ropes activities, yet the experience I valued the most as a
camper was connecting with fellow campers and leaders. During my senior year of Mission Work Camp, our
leaders, Rev. Joe Genau of Edgewood Presbyterian and Lili Kane, member of Edgewood, led our group of six
high school girls with so much life and light. We smiled and giggled the entire week. God bless them for putting
up with our shenanigans. Every week of summer camp with a tight-knit community of folks, made me feel seen
and supported by every staff member, counselor, and leader. These relationships are what led me to want to
become a counselor in training, and eventually a counselor. Living River is small, but impactful.

After a year of being a counselor, I was asked to be head counselor. This position changed me and my
direction. I’m starting seminary this Fall! Over the three years that I worked as head counselor, my senses of
confidence and accountability grew. I learned how to balance leading my fellow counselors, all of whom now,
because of Living River, are some of my best friends. I grew relationships that are some of the greatest
relationships I believe I will ever have, with Living River’s Assistant Director and Executive Director, Rev. Rachel
VanKirk Mathews and “Miss” Jenny Thagard. They have taught me to recognize that it is God who makes all
things happen and have given me confidence as a woman to be a voice in the church and other ministry spaces.
 
I have connected with and loved each child that has come to camp. Children get to be themselves at Living
River. They get to laugh as hard as they want, learn about the ecosystem of the river while playing in it, dress up
in oversized sunglasses and feathered boas, scream Christmas songs during porch-singing, do silly dances to
songs like “Dancing Queen,” perform fun Biblical skits, and be loved by all staff members for who they are. They
are seen, loved, and taken care of at Living River. Just like I was. Working at Living River has been a fulfilling gift
and life-giving job. It is the best job anyone could ever have. I always say, “I wish I could work as a camp
counselor for the rest of my life!” I love this camp and I pray that as it ebbs and flows, just as the Cahaba River
that flows around camp, it grows with God’s love at the center of it all, just as it always has been. -Abby Bunn



Upcoming at Living River
Open Lake Day, Aug. 10, 9:00-6:00 pm Fall Elementary Retreat, Nov. 9-11 

Fall River Fest, Oct. 20

Hiking, swimming, canoeing, fishing, or hanging out! All are
welcome, please invite friends and family. Lifeguards, life jackets,
fishing poles, canoes, and staff to help guide fishing and
canoeing provided. Bring your own food, water bottles, change
of clothes, sunscreen, towels, blankets/hammocks/chairs.

A full day of fellowship and activities around Living River.
Lunch and dinner will be served and we'll have an afternoon
worship service. All are welcome!

All K-5th graders are welcome to Living River's Fall
Elementary Retreat. Bring a friend! It'll be a
weekend packed with camp fun. Stay tuned for
details and registration. 

Counselor Alumni Retreat, Dec. 13-14
All former counselors from Gulftreat, Covenant
Mountain, and Living River are welcome for a 2-
day, 1-night retreat at Living River. Help us spread
the word! Registration will be available soon. 

Help us sponsor our Cahaba Riverkeeper Swim Guide Location! Cahaba Riverkeeper monitors Fish DNA,
bacteria, runoff, and more along the Cahaba. Their work allows Living River campers to swim safely during
the Summer and does so much more to protect the Cahaba, its inhabitants, and those who depend on and
enjoy it. It is $500 to sponsor our Cahaba Riverkeeper Swim Guide site. More information at
cahabariverkeeper.org/swim-guide/. Please consider donating to Living River any amount and designating it
"Cahaba River Swim Guide.”

Environmental Partners & Outreach

“We're collecting snails (non-listed) for some basic toxicology work on the Cahaba fauna. The project is
being supervised by Dr. Tham Hoang at Auburn University and it's a joint USFWS, USGS, ADCNR and Auburn
project. They completed a Nickle trial last fall that that was just accepted for publication, and are working
on three trials this summer. We'll at LR the 1st or 2nd week of August to gather animals for the 3rd trial.
These three trails are part of a student's Master's Thesis. I expect him to defend next summer.”  

The Work of Cahaba Riverkeeper is Vital to Living River Summer Camp

An update from Paul Johnson, Director of the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center, on their work
around Living River’s section of the Cahaba

Financial Health and How You Can Make a Difference 

Living River's Bedrock of Sustaining Donors are its essential
foundation of support who give to cover operational support.
Become a Living River Bedrock donor by giving a
minimum of $25 a month or $300 annually. Donations
can be made online or by mailing a check to the camp.
Sustaining Donors will be recognized annually. Thank you! 

Become a Bedrock Sustaining DonorFinancial Highlights
Living River received two grants- one from the
Daniel Foundation and the other from the
Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham. 
Annual Donations include a $100,000 donation
from Second Presbyterian which will soon be
designated for capital improvement.

https://cahabariverkeeper.org/swim-guide/


2000 Living River Parkway
Montevallo, AL 35115 

Executive Director's Corner 

A huge thank you to camp support and leadership: those who provided and
meals and snacks for counselors, Brooks Thomas, Sissy Bain, Henry Hughes,
Michelle Blackwood, Wes Mathews, Don Blakeley, Jody Gilchrist, Elizabeth
Deslattes, Higher Pursuits (canoe training), Annabelle Beavers, Robert Hay, Ben
Flowers, Bill Stribling, Mike Henderson, Charlie Durham, Forrest Wilson, Beth
Middelton, Julie Mauldin, Erika Scherer, Lois Palecek, Amanda Smith, Lauren
Curtner-Smith, Karin Bell, Robert Newman, Mary Clyde Teague, Margaret Ann
Mayfield, Hunter Ingle, Pam Carter, Patrick Riley, Meagan Westbrook
Advertising Xtras (t-shirts, hats, sticker printing) all of our board members, all
of our donors, and all of our year-round and seasonal staff. And special
thanks to our chef, Fatimah Shabazz of Social Veg and her staff.

Wow! What a Spring and Summer we’ve had at Living River. You can tell from the statistics that Rachel has
gathered that usage is up for both retreats and summer camp. 

But numbers don’t tell the story of the difference that Living River is making in the lives of campers and
counselors, of out-of-state youth staying for Civil Rights Journeys, of other nonprofits and faith communities
seeking a place of rest and renewal, of PBS filmmakers taking underwater footage of mussels and fish, of
young couples and their friends and families making memories at weddings, of summer-learning programs
taking the classroom outdoors, of a ministry to the families of those incarcerated to connect and heal, of
biologists exploring the biodiversity that is Living River. 

Amid the busyness of the many small details of running Living River, maintenance, cleaning, invoicing, paying
bills, training, communicating, and feeding people; help us remember and spread the word that Living River is
making a difference. Together, we are called to steward this piece of creation and use it in ways that glorify
God. We make a difference. Thank you for being part of the “we” that is Living River! -Jenny Thagard


