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Living River's Impact

¢ Living River served over 390 kids and youth in 2024:
o Living River’s retreats and Summer Camp served 195 kids and youth.
o Field trips served 199 kids and youth.

¢ The second annual Cahaba Lily Adult Retreat drew a diversity of longtime Living River friends and first-time

visitors. Join others this May for an adult retreat and visit to the Cahaba Lilies.

e QOver 200 visitors participated in Fall River Fest again in 2024 and enjoyed a variety of activities from an
Alabama Wildlife Center animal show to a commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the Marvel Slab Dam
removal from the Cahaba with a number of environmental partners.

e Adiversity of rental groups booked and enjoyed 37 weekends at Living River with many more.

¢ The University of Alabama Atkinson Mussel Lab, the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Services continued monitoring and testing species and Cahaba Riverkeeper continued regular

water testing.

Thank you to Living River's 2024 donors!

All donations of time, talent, and resources of every size made Living River's ministry possible last year!
Bolded names are Bedrock Sustaining Donors. Bedrock Program details are on Living River's website.
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Special Thanks to 2024's Grant

Thank you to Living River's 2024

Giving Foundations and Churches

church and organizational donors!

Thank you to The Community Foundation Of Greater
Birmingham for a grant to build two pavilions at sites on the

Cahaba River that are used by Living River’s research partners.

Thank you to The Daniel Foundation for a grant to build a
restroom facility on Living River’s recreation field, an
enhancement that will greatly improve field trip and
recreational experiences at Living River!

Thank you to Disc Golf Birmingham, Inc. for funding Disc
Golf educational material and youth disc golf discs.

Thank you to First Presbyterian Church in Wetumpka for
the donation of a 15 passenger van!

Thank you to The Independent Presbyterian Church
Foundation which renewed a grant for a development staff
position. Dedicated staff attention to development and
programming is essential for Living River's growth.

Thank you Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation
for a grant to fix Shades Valley Lodge's foundation.

Calhoun Presbyterian Apartments
Foundation, Inc.
Church of the Covenant Presbyterian Church
Edgewood Presbyterian Church
E L Spencer Foundation
First Presbyterian Church Auburn
First Presbyterian Church Tuscaloosa
Grace Presbyterian Church Tuscaloosa
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Independent Presbyterian Church
Mike and Gillian Goodrich Charitable
Foundation
Montevallo Presbyterian Church
Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church
Oakmont Chapel Presbyterian Church
Presbyterian Ministries United Appeal
Riverchase Presbyterian Church
Presbyterian Women of FPC Tuscaloosa
Presbyterian Women of The Presbytery
South Highland Presbyterian Church
Southminster Presbyterian Church
Swift Presbyterian Church




Thank you to the former Second Presbyterian Church

Living River's Sources of Funds, 2024

After 142 years of ministry to their community, caring for one
another, and discerning the call of the Holy Spirit, Second
Presbyterian Church merged with Edgewood Presbyterian and
sold their property in 2024. The remaining members of Second
who merged with Edgewood are Hazel Bowdon, Pat Donaldson,
Marilyn Gross, Larry & Liz Hicks, T.J. Holmes, Catherine
Rodenhauser, Barbara Spitzer, Mary Clyde Teague, Vince Van
Deventer, Phyllis Vaughan, and David Wininger. They continue to
follow God’s Spirit as they steward the
proceeds of Second’s property sale.
Thank you to them for their

@ Summer Camp - 10.6% faithfulness, compassion, love,

@© Year Round LR Programs - 2.2% generOSity: and wisdom. Thank you
Retreat & Rental Revenue - 15.5% from Living River for the their donation
Merchandise/Misc. Revenue - 2.7% of $100,000 in 2024 which was board

@ Trinity Presbyterian Sale Payments - 7.5% designated as a capital improvement

S (Anaialiove o R =25 fund, an invaluable resource as Living

@ Summer Camp Scholarship Fund - 3.2%  Rjyer’s buildings turn 10 years old!
Grants - 10.7%

@ InterestDividends - 1% Important Financial Notes

@ Withdrawal from Endowment - 3.8% Living River’s mortgage is now

just $104,240 (12/31/24), down

Total 2024 Operating Revenue: $447,323 from $1.1 million in 2019!

Donations to the Annual Fund

Living River's Uses of Funds, 2024 for operations were up 15% in

2025 Living River Calendar

2024 from 2023.

Summer Camp Revenue was up

34% in 2024from 2023.

Living River’'s endowment, the
Esmannd) gf;ozs for Living> River Legacy Fund, grew
Program Expenses - 12% 10% in 2024 to $458,695

® Facities - 26.2% (12/31/24). Please consider
Kiorligage Payimans - 6.7% bequests to the Living River

@ Administration - 3.9% Legacy Fund in your will. A 4%

annual endowment draw
supports Living River’s
Total 2024 Operating operations. Imagine what will be
Expenses: $449,467 possible as the Living River
Legacy Fund grows!

Other Opportunities at Living River

April11-13 You & Me Retreat

May 16-18 Cahaba Lily Adult Retreat
(ft. a speaker and lilies excursion)
May 27-June 6 Counselor Training
June 8-13 Youth Mission Camp
June 16-20 Elementary Camp

June 22-26 Creative Camp

June 27-29 You & Me Camp

Sept. 6-7 Counselor Alumni Retreat
October 19 Fall River Fest
November 9-11 Elementary Retreat

Be a Counselor in Training (CIT) or share the opportunity with a high
schooler. High schoolers can be CITs at any elementary camp. It's a
great opportunity to learn and build friendships!
Volunteer to help with administrative tasks, maintenance
projects, or for Summer Camp. We are a small staff at Living River
and can use help with mailings, regular or special facilities projects, and
adult leadership or nursing for Summer Camp!
Canoe, hike, or visit us at Living River. We have 4.5 miles of Cahaba
River shoreline and hiking trails! If you've never been to Living River,
come for a day by yourself or organize a group!

Email office@livingriver.org with any questions about.




Executive Director's Corner

Rachel and | have just returned from the APCE (Association of Partners in Christian Education) conference in
Memphis, Tennessee. APCE is an organization that includes members from the PC(USA), Presbyterian
Church in Canada, Reformed Church in America, and the Moravian Church. We had a Living River display in
the marketplace where we interacted with hundreds of participants. We shared information encouraging
pastors and educators to bring groups to stay at Living River while experiencing Alabama’s Civil Rights
Trail. In the past year we have hosted groups from Wisconsin, Georgia, Idaho, Connecticut, and Texas. Our
hope is that by sharing the good news of Living River, more groups will have the opportunity to participate in
these impactful experiences. We also had the opportunity to spend time with leaders from other camp and
retreat centers who shared ideas and practices that will benefit Living River. Thank you for your support that
allows us to share the good news of Living River. -Jenny Thagard

Christ & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of Westport, CT at University of Wisconsin-Madison students with the
Shades Valley Lodge during their week-long Civil Rights campus ministry Pres House visiting Selma during their
Pilgrimage with Living River as their home base. six-day Civil Rights Pilgrimage staying at LR.

4

LiIVvING RIVER

A RETREAT ON THE CAHABA

2000 Living River Parkway
Montevallo, AL 35115

L JERY 1% T
VINGRIVER




